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Resolution #1 

 
Resolution Urging the Governor and State Legislature to Take Over the 

Fiscal Responsibility for Costs Associated with Students Receiving 
Preschool Special Education Services in Integrated Universal 

Prekindergarten Program Classrooms 

 
WHEREAS, Chapter 23 of the Laws of 1989 established the Preschool Program for 

Children with Handicapping Conditions as 4410 of the Education Law; and 

 
WHEREAS, permanent state law requires counties to pay 30.5 percent of preschool 

special education costs, but each year the Governor and Legislature disregard this 

statutory threshold in annual appropriation bills and require counties to pay 40.5 

percent of costs associated with preschool special education; and 

 
WHEREAS, the State has enacted legislation to provide universal prekindergarten for 

all four-year-old children in New York State to be financed 100% with state resources, 

but excludes children with special needs; and 

 
WHEREAS, a Special Class in an Integrated Setting (SCIS) often within a universal 

prekindergarten classroom is most consistent with federal and State law that requires 

preschool students with disabilities to be educated in the least restrictive environment; 

and 

 
WHEREAS, research has consistently shown that integrated classrooms provide 

numerous positive outcomes for special education students; and 

 
WHEREAS, such classrooms plainly highlight the inconsistencies of a bifurcated 

system that fully supports “mainstream” students with State funding while requiring 

counties to partially fund preschool special education students; and 

 
WHEREAS, the increased placement of preschool special education students in 

integrated universal prekindergarten programs has added further strain on county 

taxpayers. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 

Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State 

Legislature to take over the fiscal responsibility for costs associated with students 

receiving preschool special education services in integrated universal prekindergarten 



program classrooms, thereby fully funding all students being served in the same 

setting, encouraging further utilization of integrated settings, and providing relief to 

county taxpayers; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the 

counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar 

resolutions; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 

necessary and proper. 

 


